
BRIDGING THE EDUCATIONAL GAP



WE ALL START SOMEWHERE



NO ONE EVER SAID
 “WHEN I GROW UP I WANT TO BE A BACKFLOW NERD”
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WE ALL ENDED UP SOMEWHERE IN THE 
BACKFLOW TRADE
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A TREE THAT DOES NOT GROWIS DEAD
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SDATE OF BACKFLOW INCIDENT: October 1991 
LOCATION OF BACKFLOW INCIDENT: Southgate, Michigan SOURCE(S) OF INFORMATION: 
- Drinking Water & Backflow Prevention, Volume 9 Number 6 (June 1992)
- Pacific Northwest Section of the American Water Works Association, Summary of Backflow Incidents, Fourth Edition, 1995
- Watts Industries, Inc.; Watts Regulator News/Stop Backflow

CASE HISTORY
On October 1, 1991, two homeowners in the City of Southgate, Michigan, found parasitic worms, or nematodes, in their water. One homeowner 
found the worms swimming around in his bathtub when he started filling the tub for his child. He also found rust and other debris in his water. 
The Wayne County Health Department determined that water had backflowed through a residential irrigation system into the public water 
system.

An atmospheric vacuum breaker on the residential irrigation system had malfunctioned because the device's air inlet valve had stuck to the 
device's air inlet port. There was a water main break, which caused a vacuum in the public water system. The vacuum in the public water system 
sucked some water--and some nematodes--from the irrigation system into the public water system.



WE’RE NOT GETTING ANY YOUNGER





HAVE A GREAT REST OF YOUR DAY
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